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FLUCTUATING FEED COSTS

beef prices less stable.

ultimately the price of beef.

GLOBAL TRADE RESTRICTIONS
The United States is both the world’s largest
producer and a leading importer of beef.
Tariffs, quotas and other trade restrictions
can result in higher costs for consumers.

COMPETITION
Pork & chicken price levels
indirectly impact the price of
beef because these alternative
protein sources are less expensive
per pound and compete for
consumer’s spending.

CATTLE WEIGHTS
When factors like feed costs increase, producers
will find an alternative feed source, feed their
herd less, or sell cattle at lighter weights. Light
weight cattle can impact the amount of fat
produced and can cause beef prices to increase.

FOOD SAFETY CONCERNS
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Food safety concerns can have an impact on
Beef is priced in U.S. dollars, so a weak

both cattle and beef prices. In the past, food

dollar means additional import costs

safety concerns have resulted in bans on U.S.

for foreign beef and increased exports

beef exports, driving down domestic cattle

of U.S. beef to foreign consumers.
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